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Of all created things the loveliest. 
‘And most divine are children, 
Wiliam Canton 
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Dear Reader, 
The Olympics are underway and 
ofcourse India is a proud participant. 
Compared to many other counties 
like the USA, Russia or Chna, 
"woud unl pooaaiod at “35 our medals talley may not be sig- 
‘harathan Press nificant. But we do participate and 
con behalf of our sportsmen try to do their best. We should 
Sharathan Publications | Jearn to appreciate their effort instead of lament- 
kK fier ing on India’s poor record in the Olympics. 
GPP JanneratneniyReaa,| _ OfC0USe much can be sald and done to 
piney upgrade our sports and sportsmen. But that is 
ihensal- So be another story, 
iter and publisher 
barat er What does the Olympics mean to us in our 
editor: daily lite? Is it just reading the sports page or 
Seetha Rav looking at the colourful action photographs? ts it 
layouts: just watching the opening or closing ceremony 
Stephen on TV? We do enjoy, these, but the Olympics 
MMohan 
‘S.Karthikeyan 
telephones = 
4343 8886 (30 lines) 
fax: = " 
5. > 
eels Vee yaay CORP 
cetera: 
gokulam@kalkiweeky.com| mean much more 
edvertioomenta : Individual effort, team spirit, striving for par- 
marketing@kalkiweekly.com| fection, a sense of faimess, competitive urge, 


appreciation of the opponent's skill, a national 
outlook, friendship among nations and much 
more! 

These qualities are not restricted to the Olym- 
pics alone. They should form part of every 
citizen's daily life in every country of the world. 
| Let us not forget the Olympic Spirit in our daily 
life. 
















info@kalkiweekly.com 


‘subscription rates: 
Inland : annuat 
Rs.120/- 


~ Editor 
















The offficial website of the 
Beijing Olympics had predicted on 
the 10" of August 2008 that the ten 
metre air-rifle shooting champ would 
surely be a Chinese! Abhinav Bindra 
threw this speculation to wind or 
should we say shattered it to 
smithereens with a bullet! India has 
a gold in the individual category for 
the first time in the history of 
Olympics, 

When Abhinav was just 
twelve, he targeted glass 
panes and objects during his 
shooting practice, The house 
exploded with — shots! 
Abhinav's father Abhijith 
Bindra, took him to coach Zahir 
Singh, When th hasked Bindra 
senior what he wanted out of the 
young shooter, “Some day he should 
win the Olympic gold” replied the 
father. Coach Zahir Singh began 
working on the uncut diamond that 

_ Abhinav was and slowly shaped him 
to sparkle and dazzle! 

Abhinav did not do too well in 
the previous Olympics. A lowly 
seventh place was hardly the reason 
for cheer or motivation.. But Abhi 
put this behind his back, and started 
preparations for the 2008 contest. 














top and it paid off. 

The Chinese shooter who lost to 
Bindra finally was overwhelmed 
with grief and disappointment, But 
Abhinav was unmoved even though 
he had created history! This 
dispassionate frame of mind is 
Abhinay Bindra’s true strength. 

Yes, Abhinav Bindra hails from 
‘rich family. But it was not wealth 
that fetched the victory. Not 
prosperity that brought gold ..but 
sheer HARD WORK! 








He worked very hard to get to the B x u i Ni iN] 
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Mummy, 
let's watch a movie! 

“He he he he he he he he he 

In "The Dark Knight’, the latest 
Batman movie to hit the screens, the 
less than comic laughter belongs 10 
‘one of the most memorable charac 
ters ever etched on the big screen 
the Joker, played inimitably by ac 
tor Heath Ledger(see box). This fran 
chise extended from the very popu 
lar DC Comics characters, is far from 
the comic equivalent and comes to 




















SANDHYA SRIDHAR’ 
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life in Ledger’s portrayal. A far ery 
from the funny comic panda who 
aspires to become a kung fu warrior, 
Kung Fu Panda is cute, cuddly and 
lovable. He is animated. Joker, 
played by a flesh and blood actor, is 





= 
fia | 
—— ee 


fantastic and very real, but hardly 


funny. And the ha, ha, hais captured 
fresh in the slapstick comedy that the 


Mummy series is now well-known 





for ~ wry comic situations even in 
the midst of dark danger, and sraart 


repartee, 


Thr 
genres*, But all of them, funnily 
enough, target the child in the audi- 


ence. 





films, three very different 





ung Fu Panda’ is very obvi- 
ously for childrentit is an animeted 
film) and is the story of a very lov- 
able panda who nurses dreams of 
mastering kung fu ~ but of cou-se, 





* Genre is ‘a category of artistic, musical, 


or literary composition that has a 
particular style, form, or content. 





yORY Cy 


since he is plump and clumsy, this 
dream seems unattainable, His fa- 
ther hopes that Po the panda will take 
over the restaurant he 
owns. How circum: 
stances make Po a 
Dragon Warrior, how he 
overcomes humiliations 
to attain his goal, make 
the rest of the story that 
and 





has adventu 
plenty of action 
The Mummy 

Tombo of the Dragon 
jperor’ isa sequel to The Mummy 
and The Mummy Returns, two 
swashbuckling stories set in Egypt 
With mythology literally coming 
alive, with mystery and action, the 
Mummy films have been roller 
coaster rides that were action packed. 
This third film is now set in China 
(ora change I suppose though mum 
mies technically belong to Egypt!) 
and has explorer Rick O'Connell, 
wife Evie, his son Alex and bro-in 
law Jonathan and has an involved 
story about the Emperor Han and his 
terracotta army. Indications show 
that the Mummy films will move on 




























to Peru in the next sequel. 
The Dark Night’ isa yummy 
film with three very interest 


har- 
acters and a brief stint by a heroine 
but invokes issues that are important 
tous today 





mindless violence, ter- 
rorism and the barely discemable dif- 
ference between good and evil ~ do 
od necessarily adhere to the 
laws? The Batman faces this chal- 
lenge in this film and is actually seen 
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THE JOKE’S ON HIM? 
Heath Ledger, who played the Joker in 
Batman, did not live to see his portrayal feted, 
An Australian by birth, this actor was bor 
on April, 1979, in Perth, Ledger loved playing 
chess and he won Western Australia's junior 
chess championship at the age of 10, He sat 
for his graduation exams at age 16 and left 
school to pursue an acting career. He is known 
forhis role in The Parit’, The Four Feathers 
"A Knight's Tales’ and won an award for his 
role in the Patriot. He also won awards for his 
role in ‘Brokeback Mountain’. More than a star, 
Heath Ledger was on his way to becoming an 
acclaimed actor. 4s a law-breaker cyen 
For his role as the Joker, Ledger slipped though he is Gotvam 
into the character of the role by livinginahotel | City’s only saviouragainst 
alone and recording in a diary, the way the the evil Joker. 
Joker would behave. Forhim, the Joker was a 
living, breathing character Beyond the Screen 
The actor was having trouble sleeping and 
‘was taking quite a few medications for this. 
He died of what was later termed as 
‘abuse of prescription 
‘medications’, on January merchandising, brand ex. 
22, 2008. It was a | tensions, promotional of 
sudden end | fers.etc. Forexample, you , 


toa very | have Dark Knight, Joker, 

talented | ete dolls; caps, bags. 
actor and 
the Joker is 
seen as one 
of his best 
performances, 
















Most films reteused 
today don’t stop with the 
movie ~ there are sequels, 








shoes, t-shirts, et al swith 


the film characters on 







them. There is plenty of 
activity around the film 






that continues much <fter 








. 
{ 


| 
E87ORy COVER STORY COVER STORY COVER STORY | £O\ 
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Films are today, perhaps what books 
were before the photographic art even 


began. Itisa form of literature, it shows 








us what we cannot sce sitting in our 
homes, it expose 


concepts, Itis important thus, to know 





tus to new ideas and 





how to judge whether a film is good o 
bad, and not just watch it blindly be: 
cause we like a particular kind of film 
oran actor. ILis also very important that 
we do not get obsessed with the hype 
and the publicity that surrounds the re 
lease of a film —a healthy ki 





derstanding of the format is necessary 


The three films we have outlined are 


leases inter 





the season's most-hyped 
nationally — and each story has some 

thing to say. It is for us, the viewer to 
understand how much of the mess: 





we should assimilate, even as we en- 
joy the story, the action and the thrills. 


















Towards the end of the film 

The Dark Knight’, the joker tells 
the Batman that it is the g 
him that will ensure that he(The 
Batman) will never kill the Joker: 


od in 








The Batman remains the silent 


custodian of what is correct till the 


end. e 


em 
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Dear Grandma, 

‘My mom wants me to be friendly 
with students in my class who are 
very good at studies. But they won't 
even talk to me! 

- Sarbani Chakraborty, 
Port Blair 

Dear Sarbani, 

Haven't you heard the proverb, 
“Birds ofa feather, flock together?” 
It is natural for bright studems to 
come together, and it is difficult for 
the not so good student to get an en- 
try-pass for their “Elite club". How 


_ 
ever don't lose hope. 

” These are wo ways to 

break the barrier. (a) Study hard and 
become a brilliant student yourself 
They will open their door for you 
(b) A more easy way is to excel in 
something other than studies to im- 
press them. For instance, if you are 
good at acting or singing, show off 
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your talent by imitating a popular 
star or play back singer. You will 
become the centre of attraction and 
the “Super study group’ will extend 
a warm welcome to you. 
kk 
1 always start to stammer when 
I have to speak something in front 
of many people. How can I over- 
come this defect? 
- Jayeetasen Mazumdar, 
Navi Mumbai 
Dear Jayeeta, 
Stammering may be a heredi‘ar 


trait or an emotional problem. Find 
out for yourself. If it is the former, 
you may have to consulta doctor for 
advice. Ifit is an emotional problem, 
you'll have to build up self-confi- 
dence. If you know for sure what you 
have 10 say, prepare your speech und 
rehearse it. You will not stammer. Let 
‘me assure you that many people who 
















stammer have been 
great achievers and 
are part of world 
history. So don't 
worry. Chin up! 
ke ok 
I don’t want 
to.collect stamps 
or coins as my 
brother is col- 
lecting them. Please suggest some- 
thing else. 
+ Prem 
Dear Prem, 
Collector's items are endless. 
When I was young like you, I col: 
lected pictures of babies from all 
over the world! Hundreds of babies 
showing d variety of emotions dur- 
ing various activities filled my al- 
bum, The album even won a prize at 
‘aschool exhibition! I would suggest 





jilak, Chennai 








Evades Me! 


you collect something in which you 
‘are deeply interested. Supposing you 
want to be a botanist you can col- 
lect leaves; if you want to study ar- 
chitecture, you can collect pictures 
of famous buildings and so on. Re- 
‘member, leaves or buildings, cars or 
aeroplanes, you must try to get de- 
tails about them and make a neat and 











handsome presentation. In such a 
scenario, the hobby will lay a solid 
‘foundation for your future. 
kok 

‘As many teaches in my school 
are known to my mother, they hesi= 
fate to correct me! Instead, they 
praise me even for my small 
achievements. This results in my 
class-mates hating me. I feel so 
lonely! 

- Malini, Neyveli 

Dear Malini 

The only solution for your very 
peculiar problem is to talk t0 your 
mother about it frankly, She can stay 
back after a PT.A. meeting and dis- 
‘cuss the matter privately with all 
the teachers known to her. She 
can ask them not to be lenient to- 
wards you but to 
Py reat you like 
4 4r any other stu- 
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dent, A word of caution : When you 
talk t0 your mother don't make it 
sound like a demand. It should be a 
suggestion and a request. Once she 
understands your embarassment at 
school, she's sure to oblige. 

tok oe 

I'm a fresher in college and 1 
miss my school friends a lot, 1 feel 
strange and confused in my new 
surrounding. What am 1 to do? 

+ Neha Jha, 
Bhubaneswar 

Dear Neha, 

Iris quite common for girls to feel 
strange and lonely when they enter 
college. Boys seem to adjust 10 the 
new environment much quicker But 
girls pine for their old schoolmates 
Don't worry; it is a passing phase 
You will get over the uncomfortable 
feeling soon enough. To ease the 
situation, keep in touch with old 

school friends through 
phone or letter or e: 
‘mail. At the same 
time try to de 
velop new 
friends. Once 
you have found 
@ good friend 
who is likely to 
become your 
best friend, all 

















your problems will vanish like the 
‘morning dew 
tee 
1 strive hard to concentrate and 
pay attention to what the teacher is 
saying but 1am unable to. How am 
I to overcome this deficiency? 
Please don’t publish my name’ 
- PS., Shimoga 





Dear PS, 

This problem is not something 
peculiar 10 you and you need not feel 
shy about it, However you must 
realise that if you pay attention in 
class, studying the lesson later at 
home becomes easy and saves a lot 
of time. You will have more time for 
your hobby or relaxation in other 
ways. One way of improving concen- 
tration in class, isto take short notes 
in your rough note book on what she 
teacher says, Revision will b 
‘much easier. Good Luck. 








me 


Love, 
Grandmaworm 


Zero-In - 2 


— 








Write down the answers indicated by 
the clues, Rearrange the letters in the 
circled squares, to zero-in on the final 
answer 


1, Ganesha's Favourite food item, 


Ci 


2, Ganesh Chaturthi generally falls in this month. 


KIT 1 


3. The Great freedom fighter who used Ganesh « 
Chaturthi to gather people. 


jome! 


4, Ganesh and his brother fought for this fruit 












































Idols of Ganesha are submerged in the sea with the slogan 
‘appa moria”, 


CLI cI { Fillin the form: 


6. Carrier (Vahana) of Lord Ganesha on the reverse of 


Coco | this page and send 


Answe 


Gokulam before 
Ganesha is also referred to as the | 







































































io 
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Congratulations! 
Here are the winners of Gullu’s 


Crossword - 12 (July 2008) and the 
solutions as well. The results of 
Zero In- 1 will be published in the 
October 2008 issue. 

1. V.M.Vivek Mohan, Std.XI, 
St. Xaviers’ Collegiate School, 
Kolkata - 700093 

2. Sreedhar Kandayel, Std. 4. Rilfariram, Std.X, Vidya 

International | School, Nietan Matric HSS, Coimbatore 

3. Subramaniam, Std.Vil, Kavya Bharat, Std.VIL, Sishya 


Airforce School, Hebbal, Bengalooru. School, Chennai. 


ZERO-IN - 2 Entry Form 


Name : (Mr/M8) ......000e0000 















































AGE aecsinemueoiesd Class 
School... 
“Residential Address prea 

PAM sas Q 
Signature :... 
Local address is a must for overseas entries. xX 


‘The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
© Strictly for school going children ® Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. © Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 
form only © No xerox copies. 
Last Date : 20.9.2008 
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@ On an average each of us has 
about five million hair on our body. 
@ Electric eels have enough 


power in their tails to light adozen 
bulbs. 

‘Most spiders have eight eyes 
that enable them to see in all di- 
rections 

@ A Falcon can travel at 
speeds close to 300 kilometres | 
per hour! 





al 


@ The German Shepherd (a breed 
of dog) has a nose one million times 
more sensitive than ours, 

The female preying mantis eats 
her partner immediately after ma 
ing! 

The fin whale’s moan can be 
heard 160 km awa 

@ The Atom is almost entirely 
empty space. Fi 

@ Whales and Dolphins are born 
tail first. 

@ The retina of our eye contains 








PRS NEC TS SMENETS SHEPEY 


a 


over hundred million light sensitive 
cells. 


@ Some species of birds travel 
over 30,000 km per year 
during migration. 






@ When we sneeze, our eyes au- 
tomatically shut 

-A.VS. Bhagyashree, 

Std.X, St. Joseph's Public 

School 


WMD MA AAA M ys 





T categorically say that there 
should be no influence of western cul- 
ture on us! 

- K.Gayathri, St. 1X,Nirmala 
Matha M.H.S.S, Coimbatore 





Yes, we should shield ourselves 
form western culture to preserve In- 
dian culture and its uniqueness. 

= B.Pragadeesh, Std, VI, 

5S. Chennai; 

V.Thenkani,Std.tX, StJoseph of 

Cluny MHSS, Neyveli; Shraddha.R, 
‘Trupthi.K, Std, VII, KV1, 

Mangalore; Manoj Ravi, 

Std.X1, Chennai 











‘S.Suganthan, Std.1X, D.A.Y, 
BHEL School, Ranipet; 
Akshay Venkatachalam, 
Std. IV, RN Podar, Mumbai; 
Haritha, Std.V1, Chinmaya 


Vidyalaya, Tirupunithus 
Anand D,J., Std. Vil, 

D.A.Y. Public Schoo}, 
Hyderabad; T:S.Sadhana, Sud.VI, 
‘Maharishi Vidya Mandir, Host 
K.Mohammed Imran, Std.IX, Sri 
Venkateswara Children’s School, 
‘Tirupathis Naresh Rengaswamy, 
Sd.V, M.CTM. School, Chennai 











Nowadays multinational compa- 
nies are bringing in western influence 
very strongly and this is not healthy 
for us. However, we should filter out 
good influences like punctuality, in- 
tegrty and respect for human rights 
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from western culture and make thes: 

apart of our culture. 
= Thanushree.P, Std.IX, Maitri 
English School, Bengaloot 
Bibhudarshi, Std.X1, St.Paul 
Rourkela;P.L.Shring: 
SVEINS, Mysore. 









Even foreigners are keen to fol- 
low our culture, Why then should we 
be influenced by western cultur 

~~ Shubham Tyagi, Age : 13, 
Vivekananda Kendra Vidhyalaya, 
Port Blair; Sudhanya Shetty, Baldwin 








Boys! High Scool, Bengalooru. 


‘Our ancestors have helped us to 
evolve a culture which is best suited 
‘o our climate, eography and history 
European or Western culture may be 
good for those who dwell there but not 
forus. 





+ Athira.¥, Std, IX, K.V., 
Palakkad. 


Our country has always been 
multi absorbed many 


good things from different religions 
and cultures, So there is no need to 
shield ourselves, 
-A.Kashyapan, Std.VII, 
R.C.P.EMS.S, ‘pur 





We should have a broad outlook 
and take good things from western 
culture and not the pizza-burger-jeans 
model 

~MAdSt 





St.lgnatius’ Conv 
Dey 





nkottais 





ri Kumaran 
Children’s Hom 
Bengalooru 








ester cultural traits are already 
in our country ~ in the clothes we 
wear, the language we speak and the 
food we eat. We cannot prevent the 
influence of the western world, just 
as they cannot ignore our way of life, 


EWE RIL MENON NK 








PONY 

















£ 


cour yoga and the meditative mind. So 

let us take the best of the west! 
+ Shubadhra.S.Meno VI, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Tirupunithu 
Kerala 











Th toda 
impossible to shield ourselves from 


lobalized world, it is 





‘western culture; its better to welcome 
itas it will widen our horizon, But we 
should reject negative influences with 
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care and discretion. 

- VPriya, Std.X1, SBMJ College, 
Bengalooru; SoubhagyaS.Prabhu, 
Std.IX, St, Mary's Bethany Public 

‘School, Alappuzha; GS.Anush 

Ramsurat, Std.X, Indian School, 

Sohar, Oman, 





(Change is the only constant thing 
in the world and refusing to accept 
other cultural influences is not practi- 
cal, We have gained a lot so far by 
accepting many aspects of western in- 
fluence. So the policy should be "Get 
westernized, but not at the cost of your 
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QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 
Should we adopt the Gandhian way of life? 
Send us your views by 20.9.2008. Each published entry will receive 
4 prize of Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, 
school and residential address. Those of you who are non- residents of 
India should send us a focal (Indian) address too. You can send entries 
by post or by e.mail (gokulam@ kalkiweekly.com) 


‘own roots and originality,” 





;Umaira 

Khan, Std.X, Touheed English Me- 
dium School, Gangolli, Karnataka; 
Parasar H. Lenka, Std.X1, Mumbai; 
PSushma, Std.X, Dolphin Public 
School, Madurai 





The influence of western culture 
has made India weak, unhealthy and 
disease prone.We should shield our- 
selves. 

~ Ashutosh Agarwal, Std.V1, Delhi 
Public School, Vindhyanagar, (MP) 


Tr would be foolish to shield our- 
selves from westem culture, We would 
lose a lot and be poorer for it. 

- Sneha Antony, Std.X, KV. 
Dhrangadhra, Gujarat 





No culture is perfect. Our culture 
has its merits and demerits too, By 
embracing the good in western cul- 
ture, we can build a better India 

./ ‘Std.X, K.V. Chennai; 
J.Nishnu, Std.X, Siksha Kendra, 


dma 
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Children 
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Children! 
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You can also register 
with your newspaper 
agent for a month after 
month door delivery 


‘The Circulation Manager 
Gokulam 
‘Kalki Buildings’, 


47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 032. 
E-mail : subscription@kalkiweekly.com 


"Wen, you can't have them and 
that's final!” 

As Mamma’s firm tones rang 
out, twelve-year old Prema 
sniffled. She took a peek at the 
two tiny kittens that lay curled up 
behind the cylinders under the 
kitchen shelf. Just a few moments 
ago they had let out plaintive little 
ties and she'd rushed to see if 
they needed milk, help or well 
anything. They had their mother, 
of course, so her interference was 
unnecessary - but Prema had loved 
cats for as long as she could 





(WALS_NEW ARRIVALS 
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MEW ARRIVAL 





remember, and couldn't re- 
sist peeking in on them every 
two minutes, 

Unfortunately, Mamma, who, 
until that afternoon hadn't knows 
of their existence had suddenly 
hit at the truth, The kittens had 
been bor only a day and 
Prema had been sneaking in after 
her mother had left the kitchen 
Mamma caught sight of the thin, 
black-and-white dappled. mother 
cat slinking through the windows 
put that and Prema’s wanderings 











New Ankivacs We 


RIVALS NEW ARRIVALS NEWARRIVALS Wl 


together, and trouble started 

‘And Mamma had sat her down 
and made it very clear that they 
couldn't have kittens, two of them 
at that, in their home, 
uut_we live on the ground 
floor, Mamma", Prema argued 
“You said that we couldn't have 
pets in Mylapore only because we 
lived in the second floor.” 

Mamma stood stupefied for a 
moment, trapped by her own logic. 
“Well,” she began. “Well, now 
we live in an apartment complex 
with twelve families - and they 


THE Cl 


certainly won't let us raise kit. 
tens, And Peppy - your father 
hates cats.” 

‘This was true. Peppy slumped 
on their lumpy sofa, depressed. 
In contrast to their rather spa- | 
cious flat in Mylapore, their cur- 
rent house in Nungambakkam 
was tiny, They lived choc-a-bloc 
with neighbours who detested 
animals - most disliked even 
children, And Dad, who was a 
stickler for cleanliness, would 
definitely not approve. Peppy 
looked moumfully as the mother- 


cat slunk back in, wondering how 
NECORERIMAL 














ARRWALS Nev 


anyone could even bear to tum 
out animals so desperately in need 
of help. 


But Mamma was proved right, 
that evening, when Peppy. hesi- 
tantly broached the subject of the 
kittens to her father: 

“Two kittens and a cat would 
cost us too much milk,” he said a 
litle impatiently, removing his 
shoes. “And you know the 


troubles we've had in protecting 
kittens that age, from tom-cats. 
They'll tear them up. Besides, 
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RIVALS NEWARRIVALS NEW ARRIVALS NEW ARRIVALS | WE 
our grandparents don’t like cats yelled. “Finished your homework? 


and they'll have a hard time ad- 
justing when they come here.” 

“But Dad....” 

“Tomorrow, I'm going to shoo 
the blasted feline,” he said 
‘suddenly, “Hateful slinky creatures, 
messing up the kitchen, She'll take 
away those kittens too, Good 
riddance.” 

Peppy sat down, horrified, 

But the next day brought them 
something different, 

The kittens had been mewing 
plaintively all morning, and Peppy 
had almost bitten her nails 
through, wondering when her irri- 
tated father would turn them out, 
‘The mother-cat had disappeared 
sometime early that morning, 
Mamma had frowned all through 
breakfast. Peppy had hovered 
around the kitchen until she'd 
been shooed out summarily, 

“It's Monday and you haven't 
‘even gone for your bath,” Mamma 




















PRWALS 


‘And have you packed your school 
bag?” 

Peppy slunk out as her school- 
bus arrived, after a miserable 
breakfast. She mooned through her 
lessons much to the anger of her 
teachers and surprise of her 
school-mates. Lunch and recess 
dragged by. When she finally 
turned home, convinced that st 
lost her kittens for good, she 
found Mamma furiously cooking, 

“Now we're in a mess. The 
mother-cat went out hours ago and 
hasn't returned.” She barked. 
“Your precious kittens haven't 
eaten all day.” 

Worried, Peppy bent under the 
shelf and saw the kittens curled 
asleep. “But what can we feed 
them? Milk?” 

“Not yet. They're only three 
days old - and they haven't even 
opened their eyes. They can't 
adapt to cow's milk now, They're 
sure to die,” Mamma declared. 
‘Then, she softened, “We'll wait a 
few hours more,” she said. 








Peppy spent the evening play- 
ing a half-hearted game of hide- 
and-seek with her friends. She 
couldn't take her mind off her 
precious kittens, now seemingly 
motherless, The hours passed; 
she saw Dad’s bike entering their 
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compound and her heart sank. Dad 
would certainly throw them out, 
now. 

She dragged herself into their 
home... and stopped. 

Dud sat in the hall, holding 
their laundry basket in his lap. A 
soft cloth was folded within, and 
inside - lay two small furry balls, 
their eyes barely open, 

As Peppy stared, hardly daring 
to believe what she saw, Dad 
stroked the tiny kittens. “Your 
mother said that the mother-cat 
left them this morning and never 
came back,” he said in a gruff 
voice. “Someone had to feed 
them, didn’t they?” As Peppy 
stood with her mouth open, "What 
did you think 1 was ~ inhuman’ 
asked Dad, 

Prema began to laugh, She knew 
that her father’s sometimes rough 
exterior concealed a heart of gold - 
and here was proof of it. Dad never 
could let a being suffer; he always 
tried {0 make it better, Mamma 
smiled at her relieved face 

“But you do realize that you've 
got to be responsible for thei 
Dad said, in a mock-severe tone. 
“Raising pets isn’t an easy job. 
You are in charge of their feed- 
ing, training and all their needs, 
They are babies and you must 
care for them just like their 















mother: 

Peppy stroked the kittens, “I'll 
take such good care of them that 
they'll never miss their mother!” 

Mamma snorted, “Remember 
that the mother-cat_ might still 
come back,” she warmed, “And 
the kittens are 100 small for cow 
milk, so they might not 











"Dad, what's, happenedjto,it? 
Uthink ity dead,” 


But Peppy's enthusiasm carried 
her through everything, She named 
the white furry kitten Jersey, as 
her coat looked like a Jersey 
cow's ~ white and black. She 
amed the other, dark grey kitten 
risi, which, she said, was the 
shortened version of ‘Thiruppura- 
sundari, much to her parents’ 
amusement, Everyone assumed 
that both kittens were female, and 
named them accordingly. 
Suddenly, Jersey thrashed about, 
and then lay very still. Peppy 
touched it, alarmed. “Dad!” she 
shrieked. “Dad, what's happened 
to it? I think ~ I think its dead!" 


(To be continued) 
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Don't worry; 
Hl put some cream 









you've got to help 
me. I've been stung 
by a bee. 








‘Oh! It happened 
In the garden where | 
was sitting under a 





‘No, no, you 
IDIOT! 1 mean on 
which part of your 














Doctor : I have some bad news and some very 
(bad news. 
| Patient : Well, migt 
news first. 
Doctor : The lab called with your test results. 
They said you have 24 hours to live. 
Patient : 24 hours! 


‘That’s terrible! What 
r could be worse? What's 
J the very bad news? 


if Doctor : I've been 
trying to reach you since 
yesterday. 





as well give me the bad 
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You will never 





‘cream on the place 
ou were stung, 

























Gh my finger! 
The bee stung me 








Doctor : What seems 
to be the trouble? 

Patient : Doctor, I 
keep getting the feel- 
ing that nobody can hear 
what I say. 

Doctor : What seems 
to be the trouble? 





~S. VISMITHA, 
Std. X, Stella Manis H.S. 
Bengalooru 
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A, ideal leader is one who can 
set an example to others without 
making a noise. He must be like 
a bold lion, directing his follow- 
ers or group towards a goal. 
During the course of civiliza- 
tion, Man has always expressed 
the need for a leader in his life. 
The very word ‘leader’, describes 
someone as the head of the group. 


So what role does a leader 
play in our day-to-day life? Is he 
someone whose orders you can't 
quite ignore? Is a leader someone 





who has the authority to punish/ 
reward someone the way he/she 
likes? No, a leader is someone 
far more sophisticated than just 
that! 

Every living creature on planet 


A Sophis istie¢ sated 
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Earth needs to look up to a guide 
‘or mentor during times of confu- 
sion and need. It is quite true thet 
the importance of a leader is highly 
significant in moulding the 
group in the right way. 
Be it a country, a parlia- 
‘ment, a company or ever 

a classroom, a leader is the 
‘most important asset. Hz 
enables the work in the 
group to be carried out 
in a smooth and systematiz 
way. He must be a symbol of the 
unity and determination in the 
group. He should be able to in- 
spire all towards a goal, by his 
words and action, He must be 
discrete and hard-working himself 





and not just sit in command and 
boss over people! 

A leader must be aware of all 
the facts and rumours revolving 
inside his clan so that he knows 
how to provide justice when 
asked to do so, An ideal leader 
must also be fully aware of his 
duties and privileges and should 


be fair and unbiased. 

The world has seen a lot of 
leaders in the past, who have left 
behind a deep imprint in the minds 
and hearts of their followers. 
Alexander the great, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Winston Churchill, Ma- 
hatma Gandhi were some great 
leaders who are immortal. 

Great Kings in Indian history 
like Chandragupta Maurya, Ashoka, 
Raja Raja Cholan and Akbar have 
shown fine examples of leader- 
ship with their noble qualities and 
clear outlook. 







Tk would be appropriate to say 
that the leader is the heart and 
soul of a group. However, any 
position if mishandled can prove 
to be unhealthy to it and the sur- 














ye c 4) 
Responsibility: 


roundings. If leadership is vested 
in the wrong hands, it can tum 
out to be harmful! What happened 
when Hitler ruled Germany? Crud- 
est forms of atrocity were com- 
mitted by him. Even democracies 
suffer when the wrong leader is 
elected to power! 

A leader must therefore be cho- 
sen with care and caution. Re- 
sponsibility and dignity must be 
the first words of a leader, While 
electing a leader, it is essential 
that We take appropriate and sen- 
sible decisions, taking into con- 
sideration the welfare of our coun- 
try, town or village. Only then, 
our country and this world can 
prosper beyond imagination. 

- Anju V.Nambiar, Std.X, 
Ladyhill Victoria Girls High 

School, Mangalore 








Antony ant Grantina 
tichuell 
9) 











| fee! so 
forlorn... No food 
‘and my search has 
‘ended In vain, But 


‘my pals have all 
found thelr fill you 
didn't help me 
fortune fairy! 


Hal its your fault 

Antony! A mouse toppled this 

bottle over at four am. and all 
your friends were here then, But 
you slept through the alarm, the 
cocks crow and the sunshine that 

| devised for you, Better luck 
next time! 
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Once my teacher asked the 
class in general “When did you 
last look up at the sky?” This 
question struck me like lightning 
Back home after school, | waited 
for the moonrise. As I watched, it 
rose like a creamy ball and filled 
the sky! I was surprised that only 
the moon was visible to my eyes 
for sometime, All the stars had 
disappeared! May be they were 
hurt because no one bothered to 
look at them! 

In a city like Mumbai, hardly 
anyone praises the wonders of na: 
ture, But after our teacher pointed 
out, I have made it a point to 
look at the sky for atleast ten pleasure. 
minutes before retiring to bed Watching the sparkling lights 
every night. It gives me immense of tall buildings from my little 


NATURE WATCHING, 


~ ae 






When 1 was nine years od, 
my mom and I went to a temple. 
‘We occupied a corner seat 

in the bus. The con- 

























ductor of the bus was smoking! 

My mother would always ask 
me (o read the signs on a bas 
or on the roadside, while we 
travelled. She felt it would irn- 


bedroom window is truely a stress 
buster. But watching Nature is a 
totally elevating experience, Na- 
lure watching is such an easy ard 
wonderful hobby too, The chirp- 
ing birds, twinkling stars and bril- 
Tiant moon can never be replaced 
by a music system or the disco 


lights. 
- Meenakshi, Std.X, 


J.B.Khot High School, Mumbai 


AA EEASA 
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While at Kollam, in Kerala, 
during the summer holidays, 1 
edd with my grandparents. The 
rustic and | 
ts which I can 
never see in Bengalooru 





small town was trul 








enjoyed many sig 


‘There were many temples neat 


GREEN 


ae 


prove my reading skills. As 
1 read aloud, the signs on 
the bus, my eyes spot- 
ted the waming ‘No 
smoking’, I read it 
as loudly as pos- 
sible! Everyone 
in the bus started 
laughing, The con- 
ductor was ashamed of 
himself and put out his 
cigarette, 
- HShruthi, Std.X, 
SBOA Junior College, 
Chennai 








EVERYWH 


Grandpa's house and it was fest 
val time for most of them. Dance 
and music performances were 
held. Kathakali, Mohini Atm, 
Thullal and other arts unique to 















eryday. y 
enjoyed the colourful movements 
and the reverberating music. 
Caparisoned elephants carried dei- 
ties on their tall backs and swayed 





along in procession. I also loved 
the car drives through lush green- 
ery. Brimming lakes, rushing riv- 
ers, gurgling canals, thick coconut 
groves... it was green everywhere! 

What I enjoyed most was the 
time I spent in Grandpa’s garden- 
watering plants, harvesting the 





vegetables and fruits that grew in 
plenty, and plucking myself a pas- 
sion fruit now and then, 

The country boats sailed by and 
my only disappointment was that 
I could not get a boat ride! 

- Arun S. Bhat, Std,VIII, 
Oxford S.S.S., Bengalooru 








During the summer holidays, 
we went to Corbett National Park 
with some friends, We were very 
excited that we would see wild 
animals in their natural habitat 
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Corbett is Asia's second largest 
tiger sanctuary. 

We approached from Nainital 
We travelled in an open jeep. You 
can imagine our trepidation as we 
traversed the forest roads... a wild 
‘animal could attack us any time! 
Suddenly we heard a wild call! 
The shikar who accompanied us, 
explained that it was the call of a 
barking deer, Barking deer usu- 
ally, yelped when a tiger was 
around, he said. He stopped the 
jeep. hoping to spot a tiger. We 
held our breaths and our hearts 
pounded. We moved on and spot- 
ted parrots, wild boar and a few 
elephants in the distance. 

The shikar later told us how 
the tiger population was dwin- 
dling, We felt quite sad, but w 
also relieved that during our fi 
hour sojourn in the forest, no ti- 
ger cofronted us! 

- Aishwarya, Std.VIII, Sri 

Sankara $.$.S., Chenni 






































Shruti S.Rao Megha is celebrating her 
tums seven on 16th tenth birthday on 18th September 
Sepiember. May the | 2008. Wishing her health, happines 
almighty bless her prosperity and a bright future, Hap 
with all happiness, | Birthday dear 
health and success, 
today and for ever 
Happy Birthday. 

Amma, Appa, 
Shreya, 

Aaja and Aaji, My friend Soundarya celebrates 

her 12th birthday on 30th, September 
2008, Wish you a happy and prosper 
ous future. Friends are like leaves 
present everyishere, Best friends are 
like diamonds precious and rare, Many more 
happy returns of the day, Your friend 
Sinduri, Amma Rohini and 


With lots of love, ff 
Grandma, Uncle, Aunty, 
Raksha and Unni, ‘Trivandrum, 

















Nitin Prince Reuben 
Shreyaa Vanju from Bhilai, C.G will cel: 
lebrates her ebrate his sixteenth birthday 
thirteenth binthda on 20th September. 

on 22nd September Prayers and Wishes 
Many Many Happy vont Grand! Parextas 
Rewwns of the day. \ Magi 

May heaven's choicest & 














blessings be showered 
upon you! 

From 
Dad, Mum, Hamsa, — 
and Friends 
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Talls Per Mares pet yALES PET tales PET ETT 


F toppy! Our sweet, charming pet. 1 around and sniff at newcom- 
never liked to call her a dog; she was ers, to satisfy herself that they 
one among us! Affectionate, dutiful, were genuine folks! 
sincere Floppy was more than a pet. Like us, Floppy too was a 
She cared for us and hovered around strict vegetarian. We never tied 
us always, like'a concemed mother her up or chained her. She 
bird! was active and intelligent and 
Floppy was friendly with most would be vigilant at night 
people and seldom barked for the sake Floppy would walk to the 
of doing so, Gently market with Mom, like a irue 
and softly she escort and wait for her pa- 
would move tiently to finish shopping, She 
never disturbed or frightened 
the other shoppers. 





























We were shell-shocked 
when floppy took ill sud: 
denly. Though the veter 
narian gave her exec 
lent care and treatment, 
she did not survive. 
We were very upset 
that we lost a 
_ hoble, affectionate 
friend, We put her 
to rest with all the 
religious formalities. 
We miss her badly 
and not a day passes 
without our thinking 
of her. 








+ GSailaxmi, 
Sta.X, 
Krishnapuram 

























the great tennis 
dying of AIDS which 
he contracted from the infected blood 
he received during a heart surgery. 
He received thousands of letters 
from his fans world over, one of 
which said “why did GOD have to 
select you for such a deadly dis- 
To this Arthur's 1 
“in the world, over 5 cro 
dren start play! 
learn to play tennis, 5 lakh learn 
professional tennis, 50,000. come 
to the circuit, 5000 reach the grand 
slam, 50 reach Wimbledon, 
4 get to the semi-final, and 
















was, 
chil- 


tennis, 50 lakh 








2 to the finals, When I was holding a cup 








alofi, I never asked God, 
and today 
j “ fi in pain I should not be 
Sy asking God, “why me’” 4 
— (Source : Teacher) Zi c— 
=< 


= Darshana 7 
NDawda, 7 
















Age : 16, a 
Mulund College of yy 
Commerce, Thane 


















There are over hundred | 
varieties of dragonflies. They all 
belong to the fly species. Rang- 
ing from the size of a thin needle 
to a fairly large 15 centimetre 
length, they come in red, green, 
blue, yellow and black colours. 
They can be found hovering over 
brooks, ponds, puddles, rivers 
and marshy land oll over the 
world. 













The drogon is « mythologi- 
cal creature believed to have 
been in existence in China, 
many thousands of years ago. It 
is depicted as having six legs 
and a pair of wings, a long, 
lashing toil and flaring nostrils 
that breathe fire! 





























Dyagonilies are harmless 
to humans and crops. In fact, 
hey help human beings. by 
preying on mosquitoes ond 
larvae, thus protecting man 
from sting and disease! 











Thro pais of ghiny, transparent wings; 
@ large mouth, sharp jaws, six strong legs 
tare what make up a dragonfly. The legs 
tare not useful for perching but help carry 
objects which are several times its own 
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A pai of compounded eyes, 
each comprising a twenty thou- 
sand odd optical lenses, arms a 
dragonfly with splendid vision, It 
can look in all directions without 
turning its head, by just moving 
its muliple eyes up and down 
or back and forth. Moreover, it 
can also rotate its head for a 


full 180% 
— 


















TAX pair of tiny cxvemnae help the drag, 
lonfly to experience smell, touch and sound. It 
also helps the creature to know directions 











Beggs are laid on the vegetation 
iat grows congde sonaheer wd 
ponds. Baby dragonflies thal hatch 
from these eggs begin their lives in 
pools of water. 








. 











TW be: babies have: novwinge yal They, gorge’on 
the mosquito larvae ond other insects found in the 
water. They breathe through their special gills and 
cat, swim fasler than any equatic crechre! 











Th the next stage ofl 
city ‘kek choosa lve the welche 

and come on to the banks, ond begin to cling to 
the plants and shrubs with their feet. Alter they 
|grow further, they begin to shed their skin. 4 
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shedding ‘its skin 
dozen times, the baby drag- 
onfly enters adulthood, with a 
pair of glistening wings! 








When swarms of 
dragonflies descend low to- 
wards the ground in fight 
it is a sure indication of 
rain. They Ay lower down 
when the ir above cools 


down. 
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Before taking off, the creature 
suns his pretty wings in the warmth, 
gently opening and shutting them 
‘again and again in trial! As it flies, 
the wings flap at an amazing count 
of thousand times a minute! The drag- 
onflies can zoom back and forth, up 
ond down, sideways, upside down 
and around - all at an incredible 
speed of o hundred kilometres an 
hour! 
























Birds and frogs are predators of dragonflies. 
But they can catch and gobble them up 

only when the dragonflies settle 

down to laying their eggs. AY 

all other times, the insects are 

far too swift to be captured. 














The archer fish that dwells in the waters of Asia ond Australia 
adopts «1 unique technique to capture dragonflies. As the insect sits sil 
on vegetation, laying its eggs, the fish squirts @ mouthful of water on il 
The stunned creatures fal into the water and the fish makes a merry 
mec of it! 


The most amazing fact is that the larvae of dragonflies 
live in water and slush for three years but the adult has 
@ life span of just three months! 





Dragonflies have been around for 
more than ten lakh years! The earliest 
of them were the size of a huge kite! 
Fossils of these ancient creatures which 
preceded even disnosaurs, have been 
discovered 


Translated from Tamil by : Chaya 
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HOME THEATRE! 





a eee ne et 


—— O 
Draw your |rk 

favourite scene on <a 
this home theatre 
soreen. Colour it and 
send it Gokulam before 
20.9.2008. Do fill up the coupon. 
The best three entries will win 
Rs.100/- each. 


Name 
Class 


School : 


Residence 
Address : 











C= reefs are as important 


in the sea as rain forests are 
on the land. They provided shel 
ter and feedin 
and other se 
tect coastline: 
a 


grounds for fish 





creatures and pro- 
As a major tourist 





tion, coral reefs also provide 
a large 
tries 





come for some coun- 


How is a coral reef born? 

Coral reefs are made by mil- 
lions of tiny animals called pol- 
yps. Each animal grows a tough, 
chalky outer skeleton to protect 
its soft body. When pol- 


yps die, these tough i 
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outer cases build up on top 0 
one another, forming the frame 
work of massive coral reefs 


What fives in a coral reef? 
The rich food supply available 
in the water surrounding coral 
reefs, and the shel 





that the reefs 
offer, attracts hundreds of colourful 
and exotic sea creatures. Parrot 
fish, angel fish, lion fish, butter 
fly fish and stone fish canbe 
seen swimming around in the 
water among coral reefs. Anemo- 











nes, starfish, sea slugs and clams 


cling to the reefs. 





Where are coral reefs found? 
Big, colourful coral reefs are 
found only in tropical and. semi- 
seas, such as the red sea. 





tropic 


small 
building corals - like cup corals 
can be found in colder waters. 
Coral reefs grow best at 7 10 20 
metres below the surface of the 
25 t0 29°C 


However, some non-reef 


sea, in clean water, a 








What destroys coral reefs? 

Some creatures actually eat the 
coral. Parrot fish break off lumps 
of coral with their sharp 





re — | op 
,e— 
‘beaks’! The crown of 





400 
sq. kms of coral in one day! The 


thorns starfish can eat 300 


reefs are also being destroyed by 
people to gather coral for oma- 
ments and jewellery. 


Whieh 
reef? 
The great Barrier reef off the 


is the largest coral 








coast of Queensland in Australia 
is the largest coral reef in the 
world. It stretches for 2,027 km 
and covers an area of 207,000 sq. 
km, The reef is so huge it can 
even be seen from the moon! 
(Source The Sea and Sea 
Life) 
Compiled by 
Hamsini Natarajan, Std.X1, 
The Brigade School, 
Bengalooru 
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One of Gou's my 
Works, is space, 
Which holds many 
A secret place. 

Stars, black-holes 
And galaxies abound, 
Nine planets of varying 
Size are also found. 
Scientists scan it 

For evidence of life. 
Maybe to make them 
Dance to their fife! 


If there does exist 
A life form out ther 

Till today it has e: 
Man's greedy glare. 
e is truly one of 
realest mysteries, 


aped 


Its still in one pie 

~V.M.Vivek Mohan, St 
StXavier's Collegiate School, 
Kolkata 
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T looked out of the window, 
ng for my mummy, while 
held a candy! 


Mummy gave a hug, 


We had forty winks, 
I we heard the 
There came Papa, 
dinner, 
A lovely lovely supper, 
And then it was bedtime! 


Shrinidhi Prakash, 
Std.l, Sree 


Kumarans_ 
Children’s Home, 


We are a group of seven friends, 
Our quarrels very easily end, 
We love to play pranks and jokes, 
And like to drink fanta and coke, 
We never make each other 
‘feel ashamed, 

Some day we'll rise to 

international fame, 
We like spring and rainy weather, 
And love to play games together, 


THE SAUCY 





DS BUHOING BARDS SUHDING BARDS GUHTING BARNS BOF 

















Together a mother and child 
Walked home, as they smiled 
It was a long way and very cold 
But mother and child were bold 
For both of them had each other 
So they didn't care for the weather 
When together they felt warm 
It took only a second 10 bond. 
What formed the warmth? 

Do you know? Genile and pure like a dove, 
Let me tell you before you go " |Shradhaa, S1d.VE, 
It was the caring mother's love Primrose School, Pondy 





Our favourite eats are pizza 
and burger, 
When offered these we think 
no further! 
We are wrapped together as by 


a shawl, wel > 
Our times together are the a, i 
best times of all! af | 


= S.Lakshmi, | Chocolates, But, luscious lado... 
Std.IX, | Are the things that you like too! 
Deep Memorial Public School,. | These are things that you would lke, 
Ghaziabad (UP) | Far more than veggies and fruts ripe! 
But sometimes there is pain 
by eating these, 
In our body parts, lke the tect! 
Then you have to go to the doctor, 
‘And take those pink medicines bitter! 
So keep in mind | tel you, 
Go easy on cake and ladoo! 
~ Priyanka cia Std.VI, 
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Name ; J.Sriram 


Age : 15 
Address : Milt Residential 
School, Old Vishnu Sadan, 


Simultala Post, Jamai District, 
Bihar - 811316. 

Hobbies : Reading storybooks, 
watching T.V., listening to music, 
helping others, making friends. 


Name : N.Adaikkappan 
Age: IL 
Address : 829, 2nd Main, 10th 
Cross, RB. Layout, J.P. Nagar 
7th Phase, Bengalooru - 560078. 
Hobbies : Reading books, craft 
work, watching TV. 


wake Fen 


Name : Avinash Kashinath 
Address : Milt Residential 
School, Old Vishnu Sadan, 


Simultala Post, Jamai District, 
Bihar - 811316. 
Hobbies 


Making friends, read- 





ing books (esp. Harry Potter), 
athletics. 


Name : GSree Vandana 
Age : 14 
Address : Plot No.37, HIG Il, 





3rd Cross Street, Mogappair West 
Garden, Chennai - 37. 

Hobbies : Painting, browsing. 
reading comics, making friends, 


Name : R.Ranjana 


Age: 9 
Address: Flat No.1, Door 
No.2/33,  Sumeru Flats, 


Vivekanandapuram Ist Street, West 
Mambalam, Chennai - 33. 
































Hobbies : Reading books, play- 
ing games, watching T-V., paint 
ing and drawing 


Name: Ameitha Anil 

Age: 10 

Address : 157-A, ODA Janta 
Flats, Chilla Village, Mayur 
Vihar -1, Delhi - 110091 

Hobbies: Reading, drawing, 
colouring, playing out door games, 
listening to music, reading school 








lessons in advance, playing com. 
puter games and making penpals. 





Odugathur, Vellore District. 

were Hobbies: Reading science books 
Name: GSentamnil selvam and story books, playing computer 
bs games, and researching about 
Address: Slo. Gurunatham, 

Kalluddai vill, Eriyur post 








science, 


SSS 





September 2008 GoxuLam 47 


Story 








In a village 


school, the history 
teacher... went underground 
to protect himself 


But, the hut he 
dwelt in caught fire. 
‘As he escaped, 
the fire scorched 


But, he was a brave 


lad. He grew to be a 
king after vanquishing 
his enemies. 
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Since his feet 
were burnt black he 
came to be called 
Karikalan. 


But, Sir, | have 
a genuine 





Thave come 
across some people 
with scars from 


What then 
do you think 
is the reason 
for his name? 


‘What is it this time? 
You know that kari 
means black and kal 


But a burnt leg 
eventually turns 
pale white sir; not 
black...! 


‘Karl’ in Tamil also 
means elephant. 
The name could 


How could 
that be...? 
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‘The mosquitoes in Ha! ha! Brilliant! 
How humorous! 


As the other | 
students ridiculed 
Priyam. 


Stop laughing, all of 
you! What Priyam 
conjectures may 

not be true, 
but least. 





w» he dared to 
question. It's only 
when you think 
different that you 
find the truth. | will 
consult historians 
about this. 








Priyam’s classmates clapped and cheered. 
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J.vishnw sho collected twenty 
tion certificates from Gokulam is 


eat. 

sass X in Shiksha Kendra 
Vellore, ‘Vishnu has written for Gokulam 
on a varity of subjects ‘Timely and alert 


vn his writing, Vishnu bas © eat hand and 
Hr Tethodical in puting Ow" details. He 
says he ‘waited ages’ (0 know 
of this competition! 

Vishnu's grandfather, Punithan was 2 

nd had a 

Successful stint as Honorary editor of the 
‘Tamil edition of Gokulam, the magazine 
for children 

Tooks worth R500 will be sent 10 
Vishnu as a gift 

‘May Vishnu's performanck {inspire more 
of you to contribute 10 your favourite 
‘magazine Gokulam! Bs 
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Bobbie, a collie dog, made 
one of the longest journeys. He 
got lost on a family holiday in 
Indiana, U.S.A. on 15th August 
1923, Six months later, he arrived 
home in Silverton, Oregon 4,828 
km away! He came to be known 
as Silverton Bobbie, the Wonder 
Dog of Oregon, 


e@ A human 
eye can distin- 
guish between a 1700 colcurs! 

@ The Archaepterix was a 
bird with teeth. It is extinct now. 

@ An elephant drinks 140 
litres of water a day. 









A dog has a different mecha- 
nism to control its body tempera 
ture, It hangs out its tongue and 
pants; so that air taken in through 


Stanley Coren, an American 
pet trainer, ranked 133 breeds of 
dogs for intelligence. He studied 






their responses to a series of 1Q 

tests and obedience tests, The five 

breeds to top the ranks were Bor- 

der Collie, Poodle, German 

Sheperd, Golden Retriever and 
Dobberman Pinscher. 

(Source : Book of Facts) 

+ Pishwarya, Std.VI, 

St. John’s English School, 

Chennai 
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‘@ Crows can be tamed and 
taught to speak like parrots. 

e Howler monkeys are the 
land animals that make the most 
noice! 
(Source ; Encyclopaedias) 

- Afid and Jahid, 
Gulbarga 





the nose is exhaled through the 
mouth. In the process, the saliva 
in its mouth evaporates and the 
evaporation causes a cooling ef- 
fect, Next time you see a dog 





pant, remember its just cooling 
down! 

+ S.Vish: 

Jawahar Vidyalaya § 

Chennai - 83 


kan, Std.IIl, 





‘Some Awesome Facts! 


The thumb is so important 
to human dexterity that a larger 
portion of the brain is appor- 
tioned to control it than to con- 
trol the chest and abdomen 


Every human body is natu: 
rally radioactive, It contains some 
amount of the radioactive iso- 
tope pottasium 40 and carbon 
14 which is absorbed (by all 
living organisms) from the at- 
mosphere 

= Srishti Mishra, Std.X, 
NDMS, Hospet 


@ Scientists have found out 
that human sweat contains an 















antibiotic which destroys bac 
teria! This natural drug is pro: 
duced by the sweat glands, 
secreted into the sweat and 
transported to the skin's sur 
face, where it provides a first 
line of defence against harm- 


ful bacteria that have | 
eS 


settled on the body, 


(Source : Facts 
Book) 
+ Darshana 
N.Dawda, 
Age : 15, j 
Shree 
Vailankanni 
English School, 
Thane 





fo TOU AnawW? Oly tou Know) Ol rou ANoWy 
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f rages , fj 4) 
Bh IGRATS, 


Here are the winning entries from the 
July 2008 colouring competition : 
Artist Mr.Natarajan, 
who illustrates under the name Kala, 
has selected the best three entries. 
You will see many of Kala’s drawings 


in Gokulam. 
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Orce upon a time a 
encil, a rubber, a ruler 
nd a sharpener lived to- 
ether in a box. One 
ay the pencil said “I 
m great, J can write in 
I the books.” 1 

‘The rubber said, “No, I am 
reat I can rub everything,” The 
harpener proudly said, “I am great, 
Dnly I can sharpen the pencils.” 
The ruler said, “Iam great; its 
only with my help that you can 
Jraw straight lines.” They all got 
so angry that they stopped talk- 
ng to each other! 

One day, a itle boy 
wook the box to a 
srawing competition, 
He sharpened his pencil 
‘with the sharpener, and 
started drawing, He “S \ 
erased his mistakes with 
the rubber and drew Kal h 
‘beautiful straight lines with 
his ruler. He created a lovely 















oto 
A BIS * lots of beautiful things; so they 


stopped fighting with each other 

mn and won the first prize, and lived together happily. 
‘The pencil, rubber, sharpener and ~ Kushi Suraj, Std.IH, 
the ruler understood that if they St, Michael's Academy, 
worked together, they would make Chennai 





in India, 





news to Gokulam Hindi HP b 








readers! The Seventh book, which has 

The Hindi edition of the sev- 724 pages, has been translated into 
enth book in Hany Pott: Hindi by Sudhir Dixit and edited 
Hany Potter Aur Maut Ke T y Rajeew Agnihotri, Children all 





(Harry Potter and Deathly Hi r 
lows) has been released! 


The quality and look ¢ 


a f 








the Hindi edition 
as the E 
Vikas Rakhe 


rector of Mai 
















breath to grab their 





copies, forming ser 
pentine queues out 


publish 
side bookstores when 





guag 





the English edition 
was released in July 
2007 

The last volume, as you 
all know, smashed all sales 





records set by earlier 





The shoulders that carried the 
hopes of the wizarding world 

And whose wand made the 
enemy's blood! cold 
The marked man who wanted 
to be normal 

Tumed out to be called 

‘abnerma. 












ames and has sold around 11 mil- ~ 
ion copies worldwide. The sale of 
All HP. books combined together 
nave crossed 40 million copies! 
Hindi readers can get all seven 
Volumes in Hindi as a boxed set 








li J mins Ny 


‘A lot of die-hard HP fans in India 
ho have read all the English books 
in the series, now look at maki 
the Hindi editions a part of their 
collection, There,is also consider 
able interest from collectors inter 
nationally, who, though unable to 


read Hindi, are none the less or- + J.Vishnu, St 
dering them just for keeps. Shiksha Kendra M.HLSS. 
Source : Internet Vellore 


CHOSEN ONE’ The symbol of hope of 





good people 
The scar helped him read Upited all three hallows, 

his enemy's mind with great trouble 

To save many lives a Way The most selfless person the 
he could always find. world has seen 
So young, yet fighting | am sure you know, whom | mean, 
so many - S.Madhumitha, Std.lX, 
So brave, and worrying his Akilandeshwari Vidyalaya, 


enemy Srirangam, Trichy 





WIN SERIAL STORY 
@ next afternoon Vedha 
hurriedly finished her homework 
She then got out her markers and 
colour pencils and set about 
designing a banner for her stall 
When she was done, she carefully 
put away her work, Too late to do 
‘anything more! She went to bed, her 
mind full of what she was going to 
do the next evening and at the Fest 
the day after 

‘The following afternoon, on her 
way back home from school, Vedha 
asked her driver to drop her off a few 
streets before her house, promising 
him that she was not up to any pranks 





and that she would go home safely. 
She walked up to the printing press 
at the comer of the road. “Dawn 
Printers", owned by old Mr.Ganesan 
\was asixty year old press that rattled 
and wheezed on its hinges. Having 
seen it's hey days for over half a 
century the press was now losing 
business rapidly and falling apart due 
to the fashionable computer printers 
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AMIN SERIAL STORY. 


rive 


A WN) 


and photocopiers that were taking u 
its place, But MrGunesan alway 
claimed that his press was sill in th 
best of times and was churning ov 
enough coins to last him thre 
generations! 

After a few minutes 0 
conversation with Mr.Ganesan 
Vedhia went to the dusty litle ston 
oom at the back of the press. Neath 
stacked against one of the walls wen. 
reams of colored flyers, ready to by 
sent out while on the other end o 
the room there was a small pile 0 
little colored sheets. These litth 


(Part Il) 








sheets were the scrap papers from the 
flyers, Mr:Ganesan usually never 
bothered about them and would just 
throw them away when they started 
taking up too much room, Vedha 
knelt down beside the pile, neatly 
organized them and stacked them 
into her bag, She then thanked 
Mr.Ganesan and walked back home. 

After a quick lunch she set to 
work, Vedha first sorted out the 
papers by color; blue, pink, green, 





S7ORY _AMIN/ SERIA, 
purple, yellow and white, She 
then counted out 3 sheets 
from each of the stacks and 
carefully stapled them 
together. This she did until 
she had made a dozen such 
booklets. She now grouped 
together 10 sheets each of 
the blues and the greens 
together, the pinks and the 
purples together, and the 
yellows and the whites 
together. It was fun and 
Vedha was mightily 
enjoying what she was 
doing. A couple of 
hours later Vedha had 
made over 80 colored 
notepads, She sat 
back and admired her 
work. She was so happy with herself! 
A few final touches to her banner 
now and she would be all set for the 
fest. 


Friday, the moming of the fest 
dawned bright and sunny. Vedha left 
early for school, The entire 
playground was a festive sight. Little 














stalls had been put up in rows with 
plenty of moving space between 
them. The sixth graders had their 
stalls in the third row. Vedha found 
her slot with a little help from 
Mrs.Shahuna, the school’s physical 





SERIAL STOR 















trainer. It was @ neat little place with 
green curtains for walls, a white 
plastic table and a matching white 
chair. On the table was a cardboard 
rname-board that spelt out Vedha's 
name in gold. (Green and gold were 
the convent's colors) 

Natraj, one of the school’s help, 
assisted her in pinning her banner 
across the back of the stall 
“SCRIBBLES-notepads for Rs.2 
each (Special thanks to Dawn 
Printers, Chennai- 600033)" it said 
in bold, Vedha then brought out her 
booklets and organized them on the 

















table, With that done, she skipped off 
to her friends’ stalls to see how they 
were doing and to extend a hand if 
they needed help, 

The ten calls from the school's 


giant gong went 
almost unheard in 
the buzz of activity 
at the playground. 
Groups of 
Visitors started 








Vedha had sold all but seven booklets. 
The round pink plastic box where she had 





‘put all the money was heavy with coins. 


trickling in and soon the place 
swarmed with families and friends 
of the students. People had already 
bought half the booklets from 
Vedha’s stall when the gong chimed 
again for lunch at 1:00 p.m. After a 
half hour break with her friends, 
Vedha returned to her stall forthe rest 
of the aftemoon. All of her family, 
but for her great grandmother, came 
intogether at around 2:30 p.m. They 
bought two of her booklets and 
moved on to visit the other stalls. 
‘When the fest came to an end at 3:30 
p.m., Vedha had sold all but seven 
booklets. The round pink plastic box 
where she had put all the money was 
heavy with coins. Vedha could barely 





\wait o see how much she had made. 
She quickly removed her banner, 
rolled it up and packed up her stuff. 
‘Her family, back from their visit to 
the stalls picked her up and they 
retumed home together. All along the 
way Vedha chattered on about the 
fest 


‘That weekend, Vedha sat down 
tocount her earnings, She had made 
a hundred and fifty four rupees. 
‘That was a lot of money to a sixth 
grader! Vedha carefully put away 
‘one hundred rupees in her bag and 
kept the rest with herself. That 
evening she and her mother went 
shopping. For the fifty four rupees 
they bought two boxes of sweets and 
some betel leaves. One box they 
gave to their home help, Ponnamma 
Aaya; another they gave their 
watchman, The betel leaves were for 
Mr.Ganesan who had made 
everything happen. As for the seven 
booklets that ad gone unsold, Vedha 
shared them with her best friend 
Ramya. Her mother said she had 
done the family proud, 

Monday came and in class, Ms. 
Soans, the English teacher asked the 
students to write an essay on their 
day at the fest. Vedha had plenty to 
pen. Hadn't she after all had a little 
white Christmas by herself? 






Most of you have been 
sending us jokes, facts and 
snippets gathered from the 
internet or G.K. books. Do shi 
us how original you can be. Write 
your thoughts and ideas on 
various issues. Report funny 
happenings at school or home. 
Do make sure that you put down 





certificates which are mailed to 
you by Gokulam, keep a xerox 
copy of your contribution in 
your collection. The 
contributor who collects the 
most number of certificates will 
win a prize. 

* All competition entries 
should reach us before the last 





Readers ; and C Contributors. 


your name, age, class, school 
name and residential address 
individually on each and every 
contribution that you send to 
Gokulam. 

* The best ones will be 
published and a participation 
certificate will be sent to the 
contributor. 

* Please preserve your 
participation certificates. In case 
you don't receive the 


date mentioned. 

* Entries to Birthday Bash 
column should reach us along 
with the appropriate message and 
photographs two months before 
the birthday. 

* Do be original in your 
contributions and creations. If you 
have based your writing on a 
source, be sure to acknowledge 
it and name it and... 

NEVER EVER COPY! 


INE CORNER CUIQNE CORNER  CUIQNE CORNER CUISINE CO} 


lemately, vou 



























just enough water 
could steam them in a cooker, or 
pressure cook. Mash the boiled cars 
in a mixie or blender. Add sugar 
and cardamom powder and 
again smoxthly, Refigerte the mixta. 

Boil the milk and simmer for 






at 





three minutes, stirring continuously, 
Allow to cool and then refrigerate. 

At the time of serving, dole out 
4 spoonful of carrot_mash inte & 
lass and top it with 
chilled milk, Sure to 
taste yum! 





+ G Sree Vandana, 
Std.IX, 

‘Velammal School, 
Chennai 


A FINE TONIC 
@ Ten to twelve almonds soaked 















Rouse overnight and peeled should be 
Milk - 1 cup ground into a fine paste. Mix 
Cae ce. ‘one spoon of butter to this paste 


and blend smooth. 
A Spoonful of this paste a 
day will serve as a good brain 


Sugar ~ 1 spoon 
Powdered Cardamom - a small 


pinch, tonic. 
Walnuts eaten with figs or 
Method : raisins would also be great brain 


a = Chandrani, Std.lX, 


K.V., ONGC, Panvel 
RINE CORNER CURIE CORMER CUIBINE COR 


Wash, peel and boil carrots in 









NE TORNER CU 












You will need : 

Newspaper, bowl, 
water, shampoo, fevicol, 
olour, chumki, scissors, felt 
pens, glitters 





Procedure : 

Tear half of a newspaper into 
small bits and place itin a bowl. Add 
to it water and a spoonful of sham- 
poo. Squeeze the paper bits into the 
solution and leave fora whole night. 
In the morning add to it a blob of 
fevicol, mix well and leave it till 
evening. Now add colour and 
chumki bits. Leave it for four to five 
hours. Knead the mixture like a 


URSELE WAKE Ty MOURSELS WAKE CT NOURSELE MAKE UY 


dough, roll it out on a smooth sur- 
face and leave if for two to three 


days. The mixture will dry into 
sheets of colourful paper. Cut out 
your favourite shape from the sheets 
and stick glitters to it. Decorate with 
beads, etc... Write a message on it 
with a felt pen. 

Try out this crafted greeting card 
for Dussera or Diwali 


- FSantosh Vamsi, Std.IX, 
St. Joseph Girls’ High School, 
Vizag 


September 2008 GoKuLAM 65 


OF THE MEDICAL WARLO-2 MARVELS OF THe MEDICAL WORLD. 


ow many of you help dispose 
garbage at home?., Those of you 
‘who do, would have noticed that 
garbage is a mix of biodegradable 
and non-degradable waste, In some 
towns, the civic authorities insist 


Bio waste — this comprises of 
the body secretion samples like 


blood, excreta, ete given as lab 









on separating the waste at the 
generation point — that is at the 
home. The same segregation has to 
be done of hospital waste too, 









sumples for testing 
Afte samples nesd 
(o be disposed of, But they 


cannot be directly thrown into 






nd diagnosis, 





sting, thes 


the civic drainage 
system since they could be highly 
infectious secretions, Careless 


Only, hospital waste is far more disposal could lead to spread of 


toxic and dangerous to handle than 


contagious diseases and even 
domestic garbage. 


epidemic break out! Even the lab 
technicians who handle such wasie 





Let us take a look at the need to be very careful and protect 
various types of waste that a their hands with good gloves. 
hospital generates: Other handlers, as they are 
OF THE MEDICAL WORLO -2 MARVELS OF THE MEDICAL WORLD ~ 
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called, are doctors who attend on 
diseased patients and nurses who 
dress wounds. They are usually 
trained to meticulously disinfect 
and protect themselves, 





‘The Government has fixed 
some regulations for disposal of 
hospital waste, Each hospital 
should keep different coloured bins 
for the various grades of waste 
generated, Bluck for office and 
stationery waste, green for tissues 








and blood waste, yellow 
for sharp objects like 
needles and bottles or glass slides 


from labs, brown for other 
infectious waste like gauze, cotton 
disposable gloves, human tissues 
extracted during surgeries etc 


Hospital sewerage water 
cannot be directly sent into the 
public drain, It has to run through a 
sewerage treatment plant specially 
erected atthe hospital, $o also, 
other waste like cotton or gauze are 
pressurized in autoclaving 


equipment. These equipment have 
the capacity to kill germs in twenty 
minutes, The waste is then routed 
to the general disposal 

Incinerators were used for 













N.A.JAYAVELAN 


burning up instruments and 
syringes which could be toxic, Of 








late, they have been banned 
because they emit toxic fumes. 

In big hospitals, waste 
management is planned and 
executed very carefully, Smaller 
‘ones hand over their waste to 
agencies for proper disposal. 
However, these disposal agencies 
need to be certified by the 
Pollution Control Board of India or 
other authorizing agencies, to 
handle the disposal 

(As told to GSS.) 
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Tn 1943, Vikram A.Sarabhai, 
who was then hardly 23, went to the 
Himalayas in Kashmir to study cos- 
mic rays at high altitude. He was so 
thrilled with his pursuit, that he de- 
cided to set up a laboratory to study 
cosmic rays 


On his return from the United 
Kingdom with a Ph.D., he founded 
the Physical Research Laboratory in 
Ahmedabad, an institution devoted 
to the study of cosmic rays and outer 
space, In 1955, he set up a branch of 
the lab at Gulmarg in Kashmir. He 


AX PERSON REY PERSE 
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also set up other branches at 
Thiruvananthapuram and 
Kodaikanal 


Vikram Sarabhai was born on 
August 12, 1919, and his life was 
Very similar to the life of world fa- 





mous Homi Jahangir Bhabha, He, 
{0, like Bhabha, belonged to a tich 
family. Had he wished, he could have 
easily become an industrialist, but 
his basic interest was in mathemat- 
ics and physics. The purpose of the 
Physical Research Laboratory was to 








ren? 
* Can you write good Engisn? 
* Would you enjoy 
in journalism? 
You could fit in weit 
Apply with complete details and 
writing samples to; 
Editor, Gokulam, 
Chennai - 600 032, 


provide technology and to groom 
scientists required for the 
country’s Space Programme. 

In fact, Sarabhai ushered in the 
ox 


a career 








space age in the country 
panding the Indian Space Re- 
search Organization (ISRO), The 
credit for much of what India 
achieved in space technology 
must go to him, though he did 





not live to see many of the fruits 
of his labour, Among the projects he 
planned was the one under which 
India’s first satellite, Aryabhatta was 
launched and the production of 
India’s first Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(SLY-IID, 


Though Sarabhai was very busy 
With space programmes, he did not 
forget his first love - the study of cos 
mic rays, His basic interest was to 
find out how the rays varied with 


{HANDRAAYAN! 


we 
time andthe implications of this phe- yeni, 


Union, has named after 
him a crater on the 
moon, in the Sea of Se- 








nomenon. : 
Sarabhai died at an early age of (Source : Internet and books) 
, leaving behind a space agency - Sudarshan Subramanian, 
which today aims at the moon with Std.X1, 





its Chandrayaan - Land Chandrayaan ion Society, 

1, The International Astronomical New Delhi 

TA PERBOMRLTN PERSOMPUTY. PESSORALIOC PES 
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OK LEVIERROK LEVTERROK LENTERROK LENTER RO 


Gokutam a mag. so good, 

Its full of healthy brain food! 

Its like a premium college 

Altrue storehouse of knowledge! 

= this is my poem on Gokulam; | 
want to add that it is awesome, 











fantastic and mind-blowing! 
~ RAkshaya, Std,VII1, 
K.V,, Port Blair 


Taam an ardent reader and am 


aff 


4 delighted that 

some of my 
contributions have 
been published. I would 
like to suggest that 
you introduc 
suspense serials 












more 
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and contests 
= S.Sowmya, Age: 14, 

nna Concept School, 
Secunderabad 


Nai 





My sister Krishnakumari and 1 
have been regular readers of 
Gokulam, We eagerly await the issue 





every month and often quarrel over 
who should read it first.Our school 






ids too read the magazine, Flease 

increase the number of pages or 

make ita fortnightly 

~ TE.L.Kesava Reddy, 
Ganjam, Orissa 


Myteacher introduced Gokulam 
to me and I find it very very 
interesting, How can I get Gokulam 
every month 

- Lalruatpuii, Aizawl, Mizoram 

(Just fill in the subscription form 
in this issue (pg, 17) and post it 10 
usalong with yourDD) (editor) 








Thave been reading Gokulam for 
three years now and am a great fan. 











Bor 






I love penpals, viewpoint and 
Grandmaworm's advice 

+ S.Aparna, Std.VI, 

Holy Angels’ ISC. School, 








T feet truly lucky that my friends 
introduced me to Gokukam and that 








I've become a constant reader 


Bach time Ire 





Hit] gain something 
new. 

- Divya Das, StdX1, 
Vivekananda Kendra Vidys 
Port Blais 











Gokulam helps me in my 
academic pursuits and also in my 
personal life, to improve myself 

= S.Adaikkappan, Std.VIU1, 
Delhi Public School, 
Bengalooru 


Thave been reading Gokulam for 
five months now and am enjoying it 
thoroughly. 
Sai Nivedita, Std.VI, 
Chettinad Vidyashram, 
Chennai 








BOA LEVTER BOA VENTER BOK 


VEVFER BOK LEVER BOK LEVFER BOK LEVTER BOK LEY 








T really enjoy 
Gokulam and the 
contests it offers 
But iget the issue 
after the due date 
contests. 





Can you send 
me the copy 


earlier please.” 
+ Surya 





wundarajan, Std.V, 
, California 
(We shall do our best for you and see 








ifcan give more time to close entries 


for overseas waders, = editor) 





sokulam is a fantubulous 
‘magazine, lam grateful to my mom 
for introducing it to me. 

+ V.Ranjana, Std.VI, 
JSS. Public School, Mysore 













AEVTER BOA LEVER BOR 
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FA. 


STORY  S, DIVYA, AGE 115, BAKTHAVATSALAW VIOYASHRAM, CHENNA\ BO. 














Brother Anand and sister Pooja | (es your fault 
n 


fight_over_a 


























‘Anand! Od you pluck 
. quavas from our 
FA|_neighour's garden? 











What's more, 
he finished off 
all my hair gelt 











What's all thie 
ruckus about? And 
why is the jam 





bottle empty? 
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This is too That night... Mom. 








He's fast 
asleep! 
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Bomb bia 
vote and a ‘vote for money' scandal! 
Wow! The past few weeks have 
really been unsavoury! Perhaps the 





Trust 





1s, stampede, 


only positive big news was the first 
ever individual Olympic gold won 





* Gold winner 













~ 


by independent India 


Abhinav 
Bindra snatched the gold for the ten 
metre air rifle event and earned ton 
of praise besides crores of rupees! 


Communists withdrew support 
to the ruling U.P.A. coalition and the 
Manmohan Singh government was 
forced to call for a Trust Vote, The 
government won with acomfortable 
margin but not before accusations of 





money power being used to buy 
MBPs and their votes! Three BLP. 


GOKULAM September 2008 


mb Blasts, Bribes 


MPs shocked the nation by throw 


ig wads of currency notes before the 





speaker in Parliament claiming that 
the money was given to them 0 ab- 
stuin from voting! Speaker Somnath 
Chatterjee has constituted a panel of 
MPs to enquire into the allegation, 





Meanwhile video footage of the orib- 
ery drama has been beamed over the 
CNN channel which claims that the 
B.J.P. approuched them for conduct 


the sting operation! 





The CPI(M) expelled Somnath 
Chatterjee from the party for net r 
signing from his position as speaker 
of Lok 


withdrawn support 








ha The party had earlier 
the ruling 





@ 


UPA 
that the Speaker's post isabove party 


government, Somnath says 


politics and most people feet that his 


stand is correct. 














Serial blasts, rattled Bengalooru, 
The very next day Ahmedabad was 
largeted with seventeen blasts! 
Closely following these explosions, 
eighteen bombs were found and de 
fused in Surat avoiding a greater 


tragedy. Both Kamataka and Gujarat 
being ruled by B.J.P. governments 
it is generally believed that these 
explosions were a reprisal for the 
2002 riots in Gujarat 











Thiflation has reached an alltime 
high of 12% and conti 
The government at the centre as 


ues to rise! 








well as the Reserve Bank are jug 
gling with repro rates and lending 


and a 





—= 





rates but so far there has been no re: 
lief for the common man, who is 
suffocating under the impact of the 
increasing prices of all items. 


A stampede near the Naina 
Devi hill temple in Himachal 
Pradesh, claimed 146 lives 
hope that authorities all over India 
learn a lesson from this great tragedy 
and introduce safety measures 
whenever there is a large gathering 
of people, 


Let us 











‘Temporary barren land allotment 
to put up camps for pilgrims visit- 
Amarnath — shrine 
communalised by vested interests 
and vehemently opposed. Hindus in 


ing was 


Jammu retaliated with an economic 





blockade of the Kashmir valley, The 
= Trust 













Blockadel: 


Kashmiris, not to be outdone, 
marched towards Muzaffarabad the 
capital of Pakistan occupied Kash- 
mir with loads of apples for sale 
They were fired upon by security 
forces. The total death toll on both 
sides, Jammu and Kashmir, has risen 
to fifteen! If only our leaders, give 
up their communal approach and al- 
Jow us all to think of ourselves as 
Indians.., (sigh)! Well, that is the only 
way by which India can really rise 
and shine! 
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F toating in splendidisolation,cast more. Coral and coral reefs are the 
of the Indian mainland is the most fascinating part of marine 
archipelago of $72 emerald islands, ecosystem. 
















islets and rocks known as Andaman ese islands are the 
Itisan union Territory of India and 
is governed by a Lt 

Governor who is appointed 
by the President of India, Port 
Blair is the capital of 
Andamans. 

I live in Port Blair. The 
People of this island are of all 
faith living together in complete 
peace and harmony. Island 


ANDAMAN AND NICOBAR 


“THE EMERALD 


‘Tourism festival is celebrated in the home of aboriginal tribes: the great 
month of January by the islanders, Andamanese, Onges, Jarawas, 
‘These islands are very beautiful; Sentinalese, Nicobarese und 
rich in flora and ‘Shompens. 
fauna. Forests People of all faiths live The Cellular Jail 
are the green together in peace and here is a national 
gold of the harmony... memorial. Sodol 
islands. It is also peak is the highest 
rich in marine bio-diversity because — mountain over here. The only active 
of being surrounded by water. It volcano of India is found here. 
consists of more than 1200 species Andaman also has beautiful 
of fish, 350 species of echinoderms, beaches. Sports activity such as 
1000 species of molluscs and many scuba diving, sailing, skiing, 
wines LV HOME MYHOME WEHOME MY HOME WHOM 
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sailin 
speed boats are really fun, 
Andaman beckons those who 
want to get away from the 
mundane and monotonous urban 
life to enjoy the beauty of the sea, 


water scooters and 





sandy shores and the green 
symphony of nature. lam proud to 
live among these beauties! 
- Diksha Das, 
Carmel Sr. 





d.VIIL, 
School, 
Port Blair. 








INKE NEWS. THEY WAKEWENS, THEY MAKE NEWS THEY MAKE 


he is a unique politician and 
freedom fighter of sorts, she is one 
of a kind. Aung San Suu 
Kyi(pronounced Ong San Soo 
Chee), is Burma's pro-democracy 
leader, A Nobel Peace laureate, she 
symbolises the struggle of Burma's 
people to be free. 

Her name comes from those of 
three relatives — Aung San from her 
father, Kyi from her mother and Suu 
from her grandmother 
She is also called Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi ~ 
the ‘Daw’ is a 
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term used to refer to respected eller 
women, like we use ‘aunt’, 


WHO IS SHE? 

She was born on June 19, 145, 
to Aung San, a Burmese 
independence hero who was 
assassinated by his enemies w 
she was just two-years-old. Her 
father Aung San was a general in he 
Burmese army who helped neg 














ite 





AW 


aCe 2 ey 





the country's independence 
from the United Kingdom in 
1947. He is considered the 
father of independent Burma. 
After her father’s deat, 
she grew up with her mother 
Khin Kyiand brothers Aurg 
San Lin and Aung San Co 
on. Aung San Lin 
died early in a pool 
accident and her other 
brother emigrated to the 
United States. The lady 
herself was educated 
well in English in 
Catholic schools in 
Burma, 
Her mother Khin 


























Kyi became a prominent member of 
the wernment in Burma and was 
made ambassador to India in 1960. 
Suu Kyi was in India with her 
mother, graduating from Lady Shri 
Ram College in New Delhi in 
1964 

Suu Kyi la 
‘at Oxford and worked for 








on completed a 








degr 
the government of the Union of 
Myanmar, She married Dr 


LEADE 





Michael Aris, a scholar of Tibetan 
culture who lived in Bhutan, She 
herself isa'Theravada Buddhist. She 
has two sons, Alexander and Kim. 


WHY SHE IS IMPORTANT 

All the above does not make Suu 
Kyi exceptional. It is her foray into 
public life, and her belief in 
democracy that makes her important 
in the Burmese political scene, and 
therefore, in the world. It was chance 
and a return to Burma in 1988, that 
changed her life. She had returned 
to her country since her mother was 
dying of cancer. Being the daughter 
of the general who had helped Burma 
get freedom, she became part of the 


B TREY MAKE NEWS THEY ARKENENS NEY MAKE NENS Nii 


a 


SANDHVATSRIDHARY 


nationwide uprisin 
that was taki 


for democracy 
place then, She 
joined the National League for 
Democracy(NLD), and became a 





leader for them, giving speeches 
upholding freedom and democracy 

The military regime then in 
Burma reacted to this by killing 
5,000 of these demonstrators. But 
unable to keep the uprising down 
completely, the military regime had 
tocall fora general election in 1990. 
Finding Suu Kyi a potent political 
force when she began to campaign 
for the NLD, they captured her and 
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put her under house arrest, along 
With other leaders. Despite this, the 
NLD went on to win 82% of the seats 
in parliament. But the military 
regime ignored this victory and 
continued to retain power. 


SUU KYI UNDER HOUSE ARREST 


The lady has been continu- 






ously in and out of arrest ever since 
= between 1989-95; 2000-02 and 
again after May 2003. In fact, when 
her husband Michael Aris was dy- 
ing of cancer in 1999, he requested 
the Burmese authorities to allow him 
to visit her one last time — they re- 
fused, Michael had not seen Suu Kyi 
since his last visit for Christmas in 
1995. 

The government wanted Suu Kyi 
to visit her family abroad; but she 
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always refused. She knew that once 
she left her country, she would not 
be allowed to return, Today, Aung 
San Suu Kyi remains under house 
arrestin Rangoon. She has no phene 
connection and cannot receive post 
uncensored. 





HER INSPIRATION 

Suu Kyi has been inspired by 
Mahatma Gandhi's concept of non- 
violent protest as well as Buddhist 
tenets. She was awarded the 
Jawaharlal Nehru peace prize by the 
Government of India for er 
peaceful and non-violent strugple 
under a military leadership. She 
has won many other prizes 
including the prestigious Nobel 

Peace Prize in 1991 





THE FUTURE? 

‘Aung San Suu Kyi should be by 
democratic rights, the Prime 
Minister of her country, as leader of 
the winning party in the 1990 general 
elections. But the military have 
prevented her from assuming this 
role, and her party from assuming 
power, She continues to be uncer 
house arrest. 

“Please use your liberty to 
promote ours,” is her call to people 

‘ound the world 












RAMYA RAMASWAMY, 


Std, 
Choithram School, 
indore, 














